Dear Colleague

Invitation to seminar on outcomes of research into employment of Personal Assistants through Self Directed Support (formally Direct Payments)
You may be aware that SPAEN and UNISON, through the Social Work Issues Group (SWIG) has been involved in research into the employment of Personal Assistants (PAs) through Self Directed Support (formally Direct Payments).

We have now concluded the research and have produced a final report which we are launching at a series of seminars. Details of these are;
	Edinburgh
	Dean of Guild Courtroom, Council Chambers, High Street.
	Friday 5th  June  

	Hamilton
	Volunteer Centre, Montrose Crescent
	Tuesday 9th June

	Aberdeen
	The Aberdeen Foyer, Marywell Centre, Marywell Street
	Friday 12th June


The seminars are aimed at SPAEN members’ i.e.  people who receive self directed support and are either employers of personal assistants or are thinking of employing PAs, and PAs themselves, User Led support organisations and UNISON members who work in the direct payments field (such as social workers and DP Co-ordinators etc).  And any other interested parties connected with Self-Directed Support and the employment of PAs  
The agenda will be:
1. Presentation on the research – Stephen Smellie UNISON and Peter Brawley SPAEN, 

2. The legal responsibilities of employers and the legal rights of personal assistants – Suzanne Craig, UNISON’s Legal Officer,

3. Accessing advice for employers – Violet Keenan SPAEN’s Training Officer.

Please encourage an attendance from your branch and make contact with any local disability groups, employers and P.A.s and pass the invitation to them.

Yours sincerely   

Peter Brawley

Manager. 

